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	Category of Course
	Discipline Specific Elective (DSE)

	Total Contact Hours
	60 Hrs

	Pre-Requisites/          Co-Requisites
	



Course Perspective: 
The Queer Studies course offers an interdisciplinary exploration of LGBTQ+ identities, histories, and cultural expressions. This course is essential for understanding the complexities of gender and sexuality, examining how societal norms and power structures influence queer experiences and representations. Through critical analysis and discussions, they will explore themes such as intersectionality, identity formation, community, and resistance, gaining insights into the historical and contemporary struggles for LGBTQ+ rights and visibility.  


Course outcomes:
Upon completion of the course the learner will be able to:
CO1: Understanding the foundational concepts and theories of Queer Studies, including key terms related to gender, sexuality, and identity, as well as historical contexts of LGBTQ+ movements.
CO2: Applying critical frameworks to analyze literature, film, and other cultural texts, exploring how they represent queer identities and experiences.
CO3: Analyzing the intersectionality of queer identities with race, class, disability, and other social categories, examining how these intersections shape individual experiences and societal perceptions.
CO4: Evaluating the role of queer theory in challenging normative assumptions about gender and sexuality, discussing its impact on academic discourse and activism.
CO5: Creating informed discussions or written projects that critically assess contemporary issues in queer communities, such as representation, rights, and cultural visibility.

Course Content: 
Unit I: Introduction and Themes						15 Lecture Hours
· Judith Butler: Gender Trouble (Introduction)
· Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick: “Epistemology of the Closet” (excerpts)
· Michel Foucault: The History of Sexuality (Introduction)
· Adrienne Rich: “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence”
Unit II: Novel								 15 Lecture Hours
· James Baldwin: Giovanni’s Room
Unit III: Short Poems 							15 Lecture Hours
· Audre Lorde: “Who Said It Was Simple”
· Emily Dickinson: “I’m Nobody! Who are you?”
· Langston Hughes: “Café: 3 a.m.”
Unit IV: Essays on Queer Theory and Identity				15 Lecture Hours
· José Esteban Muñoz: “Ephemera as Evidence: Introductory Notes to Queer Acts”
· Nivedita Menon: “Body Politics: Recasting the Female Subject”
Textbooks: 
1. Annamarie Jagose: Queer Theory: An Introduction
2. Gloria Anzaldúa: Borderlands/La Frontera (excerpts)
3. Sara Ahmed: The Cultural Politics of Emotion
4. Ruth Vanita and Saleem Kidwai: Same-Sex Love in India (excerpts)
5. Gayatri Gopinath: Impossible Desires: Queer Diasporas and South Asian Public Cultures
                                                                                                                                                                                         Open Educational Resources:
· OpenLearn - "Understanding Gender and Sexuality": Course on key concepts in queer studies.
OpenLearn
· Coursera - "The Gender and Sexuality Course": Focuses on contemporary issues in gender and sexuality.
Coursera
· MIT OpenCourseWare - "Queer Cinema": Examines queer themes in film.
MIT OpenCourseWare

Learning Experience: 
The Queer Studies course provides an interdisciplinary exploration of LGBTQ+ identities, experiences, and representations across literature, film, and cultural theory. Through critical analysis, learners examine themes such as gender identity, sexual orientation, intersectionality, and the politics of representation. The course fosters discussions about the historical and social contexts of queer movements, exploring how literature and media both reflect and shape societal attitudes towards LGBTQ+ communities. 


Evaluation Scheme: 
	Components
	Continuous Assessment 
	Mid Term
Exam
	End Term
Exam

	Weightage (%)
	30
	20
	50




