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COURSE SYLLABUS 
Fundamentals of Sustainable Development Goals
Course Type
Theory Course
Semester
Semester: III 
Credits
4 Credits (3–0–1)
Course Duration
One Semester (14–15 weeks)

Course Description
This course provides a comprehensive and conceptual understanding of the United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. It introduces students to the evolution of sustainable development and offers detailed insights into all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), their targets, indicators, interlinkages, and relevance at global, national and local levels. The course aims to build a strong foundational understanding of sustainability across social, economic, environmental and governance dimensions.

Course Objectives
· To introduce the concept and evolution of sustainable development
· To provide in-depth understanding of all 17 SDGs
· To explain SDG targets, indicators and monitoring frameworks
· To contextualise SDGs in the Indian and global policy environment
· To develop systems thinking and interlinkage understanding among SDGs

Course Outcomes (COs)
After completing this course, students will be able to:
· CO1: Explain the concept and principles of sustainable development
· CO2: Describe all 17 SDGs, their targets and indicators
· CO3: Analyse interconnections among SDGs
· CO4: Interpret SDG progress reports and policy frameworks

Unit-wise Syllabus
Unit I: Introduction to Sustainable Development

Concept of development and sustainability; evolution of sustainable development; Brundtland Report; Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and transition to SDGs; principles of sustainability; equity and intergenerational justice.
Unit II: Overview of the 2030 Agenda and SDGs

United Nations 2030 Agenda; structure of SDGs; goals, targets and indicators; global commitment and accountability mechanisms; universality and inclusiveness of SDGs.
Unit III: Social and Economic SDGs

SDG 1 (No Poverty), SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being), SDG 4 (Quality Education), SDG 5 (Gender Equality), SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic Growth), SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities).
Unit IV: Environmental and Governance SDGs

SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities), SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production), SDG 13 (Climate Action), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), SDG 15 (Life on Land), SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions).
Unit V: Partnerships and Implementation Frameworks

SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals); role of governments, private sector, academia and civil society; SDGs in Indian context; national missions and schemes; SDG monitoring, reporting and review mechanisms.

Assessment Components
	Component
	Description
	Weightage

	Case Analysis / Policy Review
	Analysis of SDG-related case studies, policies, institutional practices or community issues
	20%

	Project Proposal / SDG Action Plan
	Preparation of an SDG-aligned project proposal (individual or group) with objectives, indicators and expected impact
	30%

	Presentation / Viva / Poster Presentation
	Oral presentation of project, case analysis or SDG solution (classroom / seminar / community-based)
	20%

	Reflective Assignment / Learning Journal
	Reflection on learning outcomes, SDG understanding, ethical and sustainability perspectives
	20%

	Class Participation / Engagement
	Participation in discussions, group work, peer review and activities
	10%




Teaching–Learning Methods
Lectures, case discussions, policy analysis, short videos, group discussions, reflective assignments.


Suggested Readings
· United Nations, Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
· Sachs, J. The Age of Sustainable Development
· Government of India SDG India Index Reports





COURSE SYLLABUS – II
Application of Sustainable Development Goals
Course Type
Theory (Application-Oriented)
Semester
Semester IV / VII (as per programme structure)
Credits
4 Credits (3–0–1)
Course Duration
One Semester (14–15 weeks)

Course Description
This course focuses on the practical application of Sustainable Development Goals in real-world contexts. It enables students to translate SDG knowledge into policies, institutional practices, community projects, corporate strategies and governance mechanisms, with a strong emphasis on problem-solving, impact assessment and partnerships.

Course Objectives
· To apply SDGs to societal, environmental and governance challenges
· To understand SDG integration in institutions, policies and businesses

· To develop SDG-based project design and evaluation skills
· To promote action-oriented sustainability leadership

Course Outcomes (COs)
After completing this course, students will be able to:
· CO1: Apply SDGs to real-life development challenges
· CO2: Design SDG-aligned projects and interventions
· CO3: Analyse sustainability initiatives in institutions and organisations
· CO4: Evaluate impact using SDG indicators

Unit-wise Syllabus
Unit I: SDG Localisation and Community Application

Concept of SDG localisation; community-level SDG implementation; role of local governments and institutions; participatory approaches; case studies.
Unit II: SDGs in Education and Institutions

SDGs in higher education institutions; sustainable campuses; gender equity, health, energy and water initiatives; institutional policies and best practices.
Unit III: SDGs in Governance and Public Policy

Integration of SDGs in public policy; national and state-level SDG action plans; legal and institutional frameworks; role of law in SDG implementation.
Unit IV: Corporate Sustainability and ESG

Corporate social responsibility and SDGs; ESG frameworks; responsible production and consumption; climate-responsible business practices; reporting standards.
Unit V: Project Design, Monitoring and Partnerships

SDG-based project formulation; baseline assessment; indicators and monitoring; impact evaluation; SDG 17 and partnerships with government, NGOs, industry and international organisations.

Teaching–Learning Methods
Case studies, project simulations, policy analysis, group work, field-based assignments, presentations.


Assessment Components
	Component
	Description
	Weightage

	Case Analysis / Policy Review
	Analysis of SDG-related case studies, policies, institutional practices or community issues
	20%

	Project Proposal / SDG Action Plan
	Preparation of an SDG-aligned project proposal (individual or group) with objectives, indicators and expected impact
	30%

	Presentation / Viva / Poster Presentation
	Oral presentation of project, case analysis or SDG solution (classroom / seminar / community-based)
	20%

	Reflective Assignment / Learning Journal
	Reflection on learning outcomes, SDG understanding, ethical and sustainability perspectives
	20%

	Class Participation / Engagement
	Participation in discussions, group work, peer review and activities
	10%




Suggested Readings
· UNDP, SDG Implementation Toolkit
· OECD, Measuring Distance to the SDG Targets
· World Economic Forum, Global Sustainability Reports
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