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Course Perspective: 
The Gender Studies course offers an interdisciplinary exploration of gender as a social construct, examining its intersections with identity, culture, politics, and economics. This course is essential for understanding how gender shapes experiences and societal roles, and how it influences power dynamics and social justice movements. Students will engage with a range of theoretical frameworks and texts from feminist theory, queer theory, and masculinity studies, analyzing how these perspectives inform contemporary discussions on gender issues. Through critical readings, discussions, and research projects, they will explore topics such as gender representation in media, the impact of intersectionality, and the global dimensions of gender inequality.

Course Outcomes:
Upon completion of the course the learner will be able to:
CO1: Understanding the foundational concepts of gender and sexuality, including key theories, historical developments, and the intersectionality of gender with race, class, and other identities.
CO2: Applying critical analysis to examine texts, media, and cultural artifacts, exploring how they represent and construct gender roles and norms.
CO3: Analyzing the social, political, and cultural factors that shape gender identities and experiences, considering how power dynamics influence societal expectations.
CO4: Evaluating the impact of feminist movements and queer theories on contemporary discussions of gender, assessing their contributions to social justice and equality.
CO5: Creating informed discussions or written projects that explore current gender issues, such as reproductive rights, violence, and representation in various contexts.

Course Content:

Unit I:  Introduction to Gender Theories and Perspectives                     15 Lecture Hours
Evolution of Gender Roles in Literature and Society; Key Gender Theories such as ‘Feminist Theory’ and ‘Queer Theory’, and their literary applications; Contributions of Pioneering Gender Theorists such as Simone de Beauvoir, Judith Butler, Michel Foucault; Applying Gender Theory to Literary Analysis

 Unit II: Gender Representation in Literature                                          15 Lecture Hours

Common Depictions of Gender in Classic and Contemporary Literature; How Genre Influences Gender Representation such as Gothic, Romance, Science Fiction; Gender and Identity in Authorial Voice and Narratives; Analysis of Specific Literary Works such as ‘The Second Sex’ and ‘Beloved’ and their Gender Dynamics

 Unit III: Intersectionality in Literary Texts                                             15 Lecture Hours

Understanding the Concept and its Literary Implications; Exploring the Intersections of Gender, Race, Class, and Sexuality in Literature; Theoretical Approaches such as ‘Critical Race Theory’ (CRT) and ‘Disability Theory’ to Intersectional Literary Analysis
                                      

Unit IV: Gender and Social Justice in Literature                                      15 Lecture Hours

How Literary Works Address Gender Inequality and Promote Social Justice; Exploration of literary movements such as ‘Black Feminist Literature’ and ‘Transgender Literature’ focusing on Gender Rights; Analysis of Gender Justice Themes namely ‘Gender Equality and Equity’ and ‘Intersectional Justice’ 

Textbooks:
1. Butler, Judith. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. Routledge, 1990.
2. de Beauvoir, Simone. The Second Sex. Translated by Constance Borde and Sheila Malovany-Chevallier, Vintage Books, 2011.
3. hooks, bell. Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center. South End Press, 1984.
4. Wade, Lisa, and Myra Marx Ferree. Gender: Ideas, Interactions, Institutions. Oxford University Press, 2019.

Reference Books:
1. Kimmel, Michael S. The Gendered Society. Oxford University Press, 2016.
2. Collins, Patricia Hill. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment. Routledge, 2000.
3. Jagose, Annamarie. Queer Theory: An Introduction. NYU Press, 2002.
4. Stryker, Susan. Transgender History: The Roots of Today's Revolution. Seal Press, 2008.

Open Educational Resources:
  OpenLearn - "Gender and Sexuality": Course on key gender concepts.
OpenLearn
  Coursera - "Gender Equality and Sexual Diversity": Focus on contemporary gender issues.
Coursera
  MIT OpenCourseWare - "Introduction to Gender Studies": Foundational topics in gender studies.
MIT OpenCourseWare

Learning Experience: 
The Gender Studies course offers a critical examination of the complex ways in which gender shapes individual experiences, social structures, and cultural narratives. Students engage with a diverse range of texts, theories, and media, exploring concepts such as masculinity, femininity, sexuality, and intersectionality. Through the analysis of works by feminist theorists, queer scholars, and cultural critics, learners examine how gender intersects with race, class, ethnicity, and other identities. The course encourages discussions on contemporary issues, such as gender inequality, representation, and activism, fostering an understanding of the historical contexts that inform current debates.

Evaluation Scheme: 
	Components
	Continuous Assessment 
	Mid Term
Exam
	End Term
Exam

	Weightage (%)
	30
	20
	50



