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Course Description 

This course introduces the principles, practices, and challenges of sustainable development. It explores the historical evolution of sustainability concepts, the interplay between environmental, social, and economic dimensions, and practical strategies for achieving sustainable development goals (SDGs). Students will engage with case studies, policy discussions, and theoretical frameworks to understand and apply sustainable development principles in diverse contexts. 

Course Objectives 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Understand the historical and theoretical foundations of sustainable development. 
2. Analyze the interconnectedness of environmental, social, and economic systems. 
3. Evaluate and apply strategies for achieving sustainability at local, national, and global levels. 
4. Critically assess the role of policy, technology, and community engagement in sustainable development

5. Develop practical solutions for sustainability challenges through case studies and projects. 


Course Outcomes: 

CO1: Understanding of Sustainable Development Principles and concepts 
CO2: Applying sustainability concepts to analyze the impact of economic growth, poverty, and inequality on sustainable development strategies. 
CO3: Analyse the interactions between food security and environmental sustainability, identifying the impacts of environmental changes on food systems. 
CO4: Evaluate the effectiveness of SDG implementation strategies through case studies, assessing best practices and outcomes for achieving sustainability goals.

Syllabus 

Unit 1: Introduction to Sustainable Development 
· Introduction to Sustainable Development and The Sustainable Development Goals 
· Economic Growth and Progress 
· Continuing Poverty and financing for Sustainable Development 
· Principals of Good Governance to cater Environmental Threats 
· From the MDG’s to the SDG’s: Agenda 2030 


Unit 2: Inequality and Poverty and Sustainability 

· Incomes around the world 
· Urban/Rural Inequality 
· Income Inequality within countries 
· Measuring Poverty, Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MDPI), Extreme Poverty 
· Cross country comparison of MDPI 
· Convergence or Divergence 
· Poverty, Inequality and Sustainable Development 

Unit 3: Sustainable Food Supply and the End of Hunger 

· Malnutrition 
· Laws related to Food Security 
· How Environmental Change Threatens the Food System 
· How the Food system threatens in the Environment 
· Towards a sustainable Global Food Supply 


Unit 4: Sustainable Development Goals 

· Overview of the SDGs 
· Implementation and monitoring of SDGs 
· Case studies of SDG initiatives 


Text Books 

Atkinson, G., Dietz, S., Neumayer, E., Agarwala, M. (eds.). (2014). Handbook of sustainable 


Suggested Readings 

· Hardin, G. (1968). The tragedy of the commons. Science, 162(3859), 1243-1248 
· "Sustainability: A Systems Approach" by John W. Robinson 
· "The Natural Step for Business" by Brian Nattrass and Mary Altomare 
· "Sustainability Science: A Multi-Disciplinary Approach" by Kates et al. 
· United Nations SDGs website and related reports 

Modes of Evaluation: Quiz/Assignment/ Attendance extempore/ Written Examination 
	Examination Scheme: Components 
	Quiz I 
	Quiz II 
	Mid Term 
Exam 
	Attendance 
	End Term 
Exam 

	Weightage (%) 
	10 
	10 
	20 
	10 
	50 





